
Dear Rising Middle School Students and Parents: May 18, 2018 
 
It is hard to believe that we are already planning for our Summer Reading Program! Reading, and specifically 
reading comprehension, is an acquired skill.  This means that practice makes perfect!  Research has shown that 
the more a child reads, the better reader they become. Also, children who read more have higher vocabularies, 
expanded world knowledge, and score better on standardized tests.  With these benefits in mind, again this year 
we are presenting all fifth-eighth graders with a year long reading challenge. 
 
The Challenge: 
Your rising Middle School student has been challenged to read 40 books, from a wide range of genres, by the 
end of the 2018-2019  school year.  Forty books may sound like a lot, however, we assure you that we have the 
utmost confidence that your child will experience success. This will be our second year implementing the 40 
book challenge and it was a huge success this past year. We have observed significant improvements in 
students’ reading and vocabulary skills. This new challenge will begin in June 2018 and end in May 2019.  This 
means that the books your child reads during the summer will count towards his/her challenge goal for the next 
school year.  
 
The Goal: 
The goal of this challenge is to encourage each child to read a variety of books and explore new genres. 
Ultimately we would like to see our students develop a life-long love of reading. 
 
Your child’s current homeroom teacher will share individual  NWEA reading scores and Lexile ranges with 
him/her before the end of this school year. This will make it easier for you and your child to select appropriate 
books to read this summer.  You will also receive information on searching for Lexile leveled books. 
 
The 40 Book Challenge is based on Genre Study.  Students will read books in both Fiction and Non Fiction 
genres. There are no specific required titles to read this summer. Students are free to choose books based 
on their own interests. 
 
Details: 
For their summer reading requirements, students will select five books to read from the following Genres: 

● Fiction- 3 books 
○ fantasy, science fiction, traditional literature, realistic fiction, historical fiction, graphic novel 

● Nonfiction- 2 books 
○ autobiography, biography, memoir, informational 

Students will use an online form to track the books that they complete this summer. They will need the google 
account that they used during the school year. By logging on to their account from any device that can access 
the internet, students will simply use a Google Form to answer a few questions about each book that they read, 
provide a brief summary of the book, and give their opinion on that book. Each student will receive an email 
from their current ELA teacher with a link to this Google Form. This form must be completed for each book 
read this summer and submitted by September 1, 2018. Each book that your child reads over the summer will 
count towards his/her 40 book challenge goal for the year. The minimum number of books for summer reading 
is 5, however if your student reads and tracks more than this requirement, each book will count!  



 
ABOUT THE CHALLENGE 
The 40 Book Challenge is from "The Book Whisperer" written by Donalyn Miller.  She is a 6th grade teacher 
from Texas.  Her book reveals the secrets of turning every student into a vivacious reader! Here is what she has 
to say about the 40 Book Challenge:  
“The Book Challenge rests on the foundation of a classroom reading community built on research-based 
practices for engaging children with reading. The 40 Book Challenge is a personal challenge for each student, 
not a contest or competition between students or classes. In every competition or contest there are winners and 
losers. Why would we communicate to our students that they are reading losers? For some students, reading 40 
books is an impossible leap from where they start as readers, and for others, it’s not a challenge at all. What 
matters is that students stretch themselves as readers and increase their competence, confidence, and reading 
motivation through their daily participation in our reading community. The 40 Book Challenge works for my 
students and me and for the many teachers successfully implementing it because of these core beliefs: 
● Everybody reads here.  Setting high expectations (roughly a book a week) communicates that reading is 
ongoing and continues from the first day of school to the last—hopefully longer.  
● Strong readers have lots of reading experiences. You need to be a good all-around reader. Encouraging 
students 
to read widely—sampling books from every genre—improves their reading ability by expanding their reading 
experiences.  
● There’s the right book for you out there somewhere. Let’s find it. For many students, trying a lot of books 
helps 
them find the one type of text that excites them and invites them into reading. Reading buffet-style—tasting all 
types of books—students can discover what the world of reading has to offer. 
● Whether you read or not isn’t a choice, but what you read is YOUR choice. Everybody reads here. Everybody 
is a reader. Providing students with choice in what they read increases their reading motivation and engagement 
(Gambrell, Coding, & Palmer, 1996; Worthy & McKool, 1996; Guthrie & Wigfield, 2000). 
● Your reading life matters. Students’ personal reading goals have as much value as our academic goals. 
Classrooms exert tremendous influence on the development of students’ reading identities—whether it’s 
positive or negative. While students learn the skills of reading, they must develop a positive reading identity to 
remain readers (Serafini, 2013).” - Donalyn Miller  
 
We are very excited about this program, and we can’t wait to see the difference it makes in our students as 
lifelong readers!  
For more information on this challenge: 
https://bookwhisperer.com/ 
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact one of us. 
Sincerely, 
Lori King - lorik@holycrossschool.net 
Cathy Kodada - cathyk@holycrossschool.net 
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